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Setting

1976 Springfield Massachusetts, High School of Commerce

Characters

Narrator (Karen T in 2009) 

49 years old, white female, 5'5", 130 pounds

Face type: Lynsie Wagner in 1995

Karen T

16 years old, white female (second-generation Lebanese), 5'4, 110 pounds

Body type: Jennifer Aniston

Ronny B

17 years old, black male, 5'10", 150 pounds (tall, skinny), giant afro.

Body type: Kevin Garnett, Snoop Dog

Mike Driscoll

17 years old, white male, 6'4", 200 pounds (tall, thick, wide-shouldered)

Body type: Craig Eloh, Kevin McCale, Bill Lambier.

Miss DiSanti

32 year old, white female, 5'6", 135 pounds, premature white/gray hair

Body Type: Shirley Jones

Page One: 2 Panels

Narrator 

(Leads into the LARGE TITLE, EC style)

Back in 1976, my life was PERFECT!. My grades were top of the class, my big sister moved for college, I got a learners' permit and my skin cleared up! Best of all, my parents started being nice to Ronny, my one-and-only love of the moment. Looking back, I'm sure being one of our school's three black kids wasn't easy. Sometimes, our romantic bliss got interrupted by a

Panel 1

Establishing shot of the hallway of an old-fashioned high school. Lockers, classroom doors and floor tiles should be visible. RONNY and KAREN walk down the hallway (towards us so we can see their faces). RONNY in obvious pain, leans on KAREN with his left arm around the back of her neck and left shoulder as they walk. His left hand dangles inches from her left breast. Her left hand is gently on top of his forearm, while holding his side from behind with her right. She's angry, but guiding him to the nurse's office one step at a time. RONNY should look like lost a fight. Give him a bloody nose, sore knuckles, a "mouse" under his left eye.

Large Title

School Fight!

Ronny

Owww... Thanks for always being there for me --

Karen

I'm missing my best friend's book report for this? Couldn't let the moment go, could you? Just HAD to prove ... something! My dad’s right about you!

Panel 2
Close-up profile view of RONNY and KAREN walking towards the right side of the panel. RONNY looks a bit dizzier than in PANEL 1. KAREN looks tired and impatient. Shifting her left hand down to RONNY's wrist, she quickly lifts his hand up -- away from her breast -- so his arm is now almost parallel to the floor. Perhaps they pass a classroom in session.

Narrator

Win, lose or draw... Ronny could always count on my 100% love and support! So why does he keep ignoring my Facebook?

Ronny

Getting... dizzy...

Karen

Quit whining, and stop grabbing my boob!

Page Two: 4 Panels

Panel 1

Close-up of Karen in 2009. She's talking directly to us the reader. Perhaps she's in workout or yoga gear.

Karen (2009)

I've been divorced for years... kids are grown... my body's a finely-tuned instrument... what the hell's HIS problem?

Panel 2

Establishing shot of the classroom, moments before the fight. We're at adult eye-level, standing behind the teacher's desk. MISS DISANTI stands on the left side of this panel, with her back to us. Facing the class, she reads aloud from a book. Between her and the back of the room are old-fashioned wooden desks that are nailed to the floor in rows (4 rows of 5 desks). Numbering the desks from LEFT-TO-RIGHT and FRONT-TO-BACK, RONNY is in DESK 16 (back row, left), KAREN in DESK 3 (front row, middle) and MIKE in DESK 18 (back row, middle, two desks behind KAREN). From this angle, MIKE is at the right side of this panel. RONNY tunes out the class by reading a book.

Narrator

Then again, he always DID march to his own drummer:

Miss DiSanti

(Looking up from having just read the book)

"Or does it explode?" What does Hughes' last line mean to you?

Mike Driscoll

(Smiling, shooting an imaginary basketball)

Nuthin'! I get my poetry from Doctor J. and The Iceman!

Panel 3

Close-up of RONNY innocently looking at MISS DISANTI, offering advice. Closer to us on the right of the panel is KAREN, surprised at RONNY'S participation.

Ronny

Miss DiSanti? I think I know who Mike can call for help. Do you have a phone book handy?

Panel 4

180-cut of the previous panel. From here we see the first couple of student desk rows and the teacher's desk. Furthest from us is MISS DISANTI looking for a phone book from her desk. Closest to us, we see the backs of students and their desks. KAREN turns around to her right to angrily whisper at RONNY behind her. Even closer to us, on the right, is an extreme close-up of the back of RONNY'S head.

Miss DiSanti

I think so... yes, right here.

Karen T (whispering)

Whatever you're planning... stop!

Page Three: 5 Panels

Panel 1

MIKE gets the phone book from MISS DISANTI'S desk.

Miss DiSanti

Here you go.

Mike

Thanks, Miss DiSanti.

Ronny

Okay, Mike. Lemme know when you're in the "SOM" section. 

Panel 2

Medium-shot (profile silhouette?) of MIKE, standing in front of the teacher's desk. He's facing the students, reading the phone book. Furthest from us, to his left, we see the classroom door.

Mike

Okay... "S", "SO" ... "SOM"... Now what?

Panel 3

Extreme close-up of MIKE looking very angry. Off-panel the students laugh hysterically.

RONNY

You're looking for "Someone who gives a shit".

SFX

HA HA HA HA HA HA HA

Panel 4

Medium shot of MISS DISANTI, standing to regain control of the class (looking angry while repressing laughter). Student laughter continues.

Miss DiSanti

Let's focus on Langston Hughes, not basketball or Mister Potty Mouth.

Panel 5

Close-up of RONNY who's gone back to reading his book. Furthest from us, we see (1) students whispering to each other and (2) MIKE heading back to his desk while staring RONNY down. 

Student A

Five bucks says in the hallway after class.

Student B

I don't think Mike'll wait that long.

Page Four: 5 Panels

Panel 1

Establishing/wide shot of the hallway between classes. It's crowded with students walking, talking, some bully stuff and switching books from their lockers. KAREN TASH and CHERYL MORAN talk together, in front of KAREN'S open locker. 

CHERYL MORAN

Ron's bullies are getting bigger.

KAREN TASH

He's either learning how to fight from watching "Kung Fu" or just can't stop his mouth sometimes.

Panel 2

Close-up of KAREN and CHERYL talking, leaving KAREN'S locker. CHERYL, looking angry, should be closest to us.

CHERYL MORAN

You don't need this, Karen. How many fights this year? Has he won ANY of them?

KAREN TASH

In Ronny's mind, ALL of them. His mother says he's just like his dad.

CHERYL MORAN

Notice how quickly she dumped him.

Panel 3

KAREN and CHERYL walking side-by-side down the hall. CHERYL is on the left, KAREN on the right. As the first bell time arrives, the crowd's getting thinner. CHERYL looks mischievously at Karen, trying to set her up with her cousin. Karen couldn't look less interested.

CHERYL MORAN

My cousin still has a crush on you.

KAREN TASH

I love you, Cheryl. But your cousin's a goon.

Panel 4

KAREN and CHERYL pass a huge trophy display of the school's basketball championships. CHERYL looks dreamy when talking about Mike Driscoll's future as a "great catch".

KAREN TASH

If that’s what I wanted, I'd be dating Mike Driscoll.

CHERYL MORAN

You mean "future NBA Hall Of Famer" Mike Driscoll?

KAREN TASH

NBA's bleeding money and won't be around in three years. If he's lucky, Mike'll wind up as a bouncer or leg-breaker.

Panel 5

KAREN and CHERYL walking. KAREN smiles while looking up at the wall clock. CHERYL reacts with a hostile/shocked glare.

KAREN TASH

Besides, ever notice how your temper flares whenever you're nervous about something? 

CHERYL MORAN

Like what?

Page Five: 5 Panels

Panel 1

KAREN looks smug, but straight ahead. CHERYL doesn't look mad anymore, but anxious.

KAREN TASH

Like your book report after lunch.

CHERYL MORAN

Why do they make us speak in front of people!

Panel 2

Medium shot/profile view of RONNY DAVIS closing his locker. KAREN TASH and CHERYL MORAN are in the distance, heading towards us and RONNY DAVIS (nervously looking over his shoulder while opening his locker).

KAREN TASH

They like your work. Wish they felt that way about mine. 

CHERYL MORAN

I just want this done alrea--

-- Speak of the Devil. How do we play this?

KAREN TASH

Cold.

Panel 3

Medium/wide shot of KAREN TASH and CHERYL MORAN walking by RONNY DAVIS without saying a word. The girls look indignant, RONNY DAVIS looks stunned.

RONNY DAVIS

Hi Honey, Shirley. Good luck with –

CHERYL MORAN

Did you hear something just now?

KAREN TASH

Nope, not me.

Panel 4

Close-up of CHERYL and KAREN walking side-by-side. CHERYL looks directly at KAREN with a gleeful expression. KAREN turns her head away from CHERYL, eyes looking back towards RONNY DAVIS with a sad expression.

CHERYL MORAN

About time, girl! 

KAREN TASH

I'm sure you're right.

Panel 5

View from inside a classroom. The main hallway door is open. CHERYL walks in first, closest to us. KAREN is behind her. There's a wall clock near the door. 

CHERYL MORAN (whispering to herself)

You think he'd know my name by now.

Page Six: 5 Panels

Panel 1

Establishing/wide shot of the cafeteria. RONNY DAVIS and his friends eat peacefully at a table. In the distance, MIKE DRISCOLL and 2 friends roam the room.

GOON #1

Hey, there he is!

Panel 2

Closer view of RONNY DAVIS'S table. RONNY DAVIS is sitting profile on the right side of the panel, body facing left. MIKE DRISCOLL, on left side of the panel, approaches us/RONNY DAVIS.

GOON #1

Hey, there he is!

MIKE DRISCOLL

No teacher to hide behind now, faggot. 

GOON #2 (to RONNY DAVIS)

Any last words, shithead?

Panel 3

A crowd gathers around RONNY DAVIS'S table. We're standing behind this growing crowd. Between two heads we see RONNY DAVIS getting up from his seat to face MIKE.

MIKE DRISCOLL

You're fucking dead! Hear me? You're fucking dead!

RONNY DAVIS

That why you brought backup?

STUDENT #1

Ohhhh! I wouldn't take that!

STUDENT #2

Ohhhh! fuck 'im up, Mike!

Panel 4

Extreme close-up of MIKE and RONNY DAVIS standing nose-to-nose, while the crowd reacts to every threat and put-down.

MIKE DRISCOLL

I'm doing this on my own, bitch. You'll remember today for a long time.

RONNY DAVIS

Doesn't matter. You'll always be an idiot.

NARRATOR

Right. You go out of your way to hassle the meanest kid in school and HE'S the idiot.

STUDENT #3 (off-panel)

Kill 'im!

STUDENT #4 (off-panel)

Smash his fucking skull in!

Panel 5

Close-up of RONNY DAVIS'S face getting punched by MIKE'S fist.

SFX: 

Pow!

STUDENT #1 (off-panel)

Looks like that hurt!

STUDENT #2 (off-panel)

Ah-Haaaa!

Page Seven: 5 Panels

Panel 1

Close-up/profile view of MIKE DRISCOLL'S face looking hatefully down on a below-the-panel RONNY. MIKE'S face should be cropped tightly by the upper-right corner of the panel. Show MIKE'S right fist -- behind his head -- coming down/up with flying blood trail from the lower left of the panel. RONNY's right fist hits MIKE'S jaw while trying to block with his left. The front row, MIKE's GOONS and other students block the back row people from breaking up the fight. Furthest from us, a yelling MISTER OLEJARZ pushes his way through the crowd. KAREN, walking behind MISTER OLEJARZ and minding her own business, stops to see what the commotion's about. She looks angry.

MIKE DRISCOLL 

Ow! Motherfucker!

KAREN TASH

I knew it!

Panel 2

Zoom into previous panel. Close-up of Karen looking worried.

KAREN TASH (thought)

I should just let him...

MIKE DRISCOLL (off-panel)

You like this, motherfucker?

MISTER OLEJARZ (off-panel, yell)

Hey! Stop fighting...

Panel 3

MISTER OLEJARZ pulls MIKE off RONNY from behind. The crowd backs off. KAREN works her way to RONNY.

NARRATOR

Cheryl was right: he'd never change. 

KAREN TASH (thought)

Dammit!

MISTER OLEJARZ

...now!

MIKE DRISCOLL

Get the fuck off me -- AKKK!

RONNY DAVIS

Pant! Pant!

Panel 4

KAREN lifts RONNY off the floor. RONNY is dazed and confused. 

NARRATOR

Right then and there, I knew my feelings for him would also never change.

MIKE DRISCOLL (off-panel)

We ain't done, you sack of shit! Next time, you're fucking dead!

KAREN TASH

I'm here, dummy.

MISTER OLEJARZ (to MIKE, off panel)

... straight to the Principal's Office!

STUDENT #2 (off-panel)

The new Business teacher can kick some ass!

Panel 5

Wide shot of the cafeteria. KAREN and RONNY walk towards us, on the right side of the panel. The crowd of teachers and students are in the background, behind them on the left. MISTER OLEJARZ points towards an off-panel door on the right, where MIKE and his friends walk to. The crowd disperses; it almost looks like nothing ever happened.

NARRATOR

That didn't mean I had to like it.

MIKE DRISCOLL

Hear me? You're fucking dead!

KAREN TASH

You sure showed them, didn't you?

CAPTION

The End
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